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1920 

1920 10 22 

Is insufficient garage accommodation in Cambridge, particularly on market days when cars are seen 
standing unattended in many of the thoroughfares. Some owners draw up at the garages and when 
informed there is no room for them leave the vehicles outside and proceed to do their business. - CDN 
20 10 22 




1924 12 02 

The question of a parking place for buses and private motor cars was discussed at some length by 
Cambridge town council. The Watch Committee suggested that Drummer Street should be used as a 
parking place for motor cars and buses. The Surveyor submitted a plan which included taking in a 
portion of Christ’s Pieces. It was resolved that the scheme should not be entertained and a proposal be 
considered for constructing a parking place on Butts Green 

1924 12 19 

Speaking to the Cambridge Motor Club the Mayor said that today it was quite easy and within the 
means of most people to get a motor car. In 20 years they would have thousands more cars on the road 
and what conditions were we likely to have with regard to traffic and the storage of cars? Police had 
made it easy for those who wished to park but in a few years’ time every place would be filled and 
they would require something like Parker's Piece to provide parking accommodation for Cambridge 
24 12 19 

1925 08 06 

The Corporation seems to have stirred up a good deal of indignation by their proposals with regard to 
the Drummer Street “motor park”. In a town like Cambridge it certainly seems unwise to do anything 
that may detract from its attractiveness. A suggestion has been put that the ‘park’ should be 
established on Butt’s Green and not at Drummer Street at all. A petition has been presented to the 
Mayor asking her to call at Town’s meeting and it is hoped that the request will be acceded to 25 08 
06 

1925 08 12 

The protest meeting against the taking of part of Christ’s Pieces for parking motor vehicles attracted a 
crowd of over 2,000 people to Drummer Street & was marked by a remarkable climax. After a 
resolution of protest had been passed the crowd voted a desire to take it to the Mayor that night. 
Speeches had been delivered from a four-wheeled waggon and the shafts were quickly manned and 
the waggon containing councillors who had spoken was dragged at a good pace to the Mayor’s house 
in Newton Road. Something like a 1,000 people followed in its wake. 

1925 08 24 

As the result of an open-air meeting on Parker’s Piece efforts are being made to form a Ratepayers’ 
Association whose first business will be to contest the legality of the Cambridge Town Council’s 
action in encroaching on Christ’s Pieces for the purpose of providing a parking place for motor 
vehicles. This was absolutely illegal. Within twelve months the continual movement of vehicles on 
what was virtually a made-up bog the road would drop six inches. The Ortona Bus Company will be 
the first people to say they have been pushed into a rotten corner that is of no use to them 25 08 24 

1925 11 28 

Drummer Street proposals go ahead, opens in November & various country buses stop there rather 
than on Senate House Hill; later Ortona also use it, causing overcrowding & disputes [1.14] 

1926 12 24 

Motorist told it ‘irresponsible’ to leave car parked for 25 minutes [1.24] 

1927 03 02 

Proposal to use New Square as parking place, CDN refuses to lead protest : “most people smile when 
they think of tremendous agitation worked up against Drummer Street ... nobody one penny the 
worse ... only fault is that Drummer Street not big enough hence need for New Square” [1.25] 

1929 02 19 

Cambridge councillors debated the proposed exchange of Butts Green for New Square in order that it 
might be converted into a parking place. If I lived in New Square I should not be at all pleased at the 



idea of that nice little patch of green giving way to a parking place, but if I had a business 
establishment in Fitzroy Street 1 should say “Yes, let the cars park there by all means”. There is a 
danger of New Square being built upon in the near future and residents may consider a car park the 
least of two evils. Others are concerned about using the amenities of Butts Green, though one 
questioned whether it was used for anything but beating carpets. 

1929 10 03 

Cambridge Labour Party was told that if they wanted Butts Green as a parking place they must be 
prepared to face the question: ‘Are you in favour of free parking?’ They could not charge for cars on 
common land. Councillor Stubbs said there was no more objection to free parking than to free 
recreation. He personally objected to paying rates and then being charged for parking his ‘Rolls’. 
Would residents in New Square like to have the noise and smell of the motors? 

1930 

1930 02 25 

Sir - we Cambridge market traders notice that Councillor Longley wants to move our stalls into the 
Corn Exchange but we challenge him to produce a transferred market that has been a success. He 
wants to replace the stalls with car parking spaces. Can not he see the utter foolishness of congesting 
the very centre of a town with cars. Those on Market Hill consist of business townsmen, clerics and 
travellers who sit in their expensive car, eat bread and cheese, beg an onion to go with it but do little 
business. The Market Hill and Peas Hill are open-air markets. An arcade was tried years ago. The 
building stands today, a sorry sight, in St Andrew’s Hill. The stallholders all failed - W.J. Sambridge. 
30 02 25 

1930 04 17 

For years men have beaten carpets on Butt Green and children have used New Square as a camping- 
out ground. But these ancient customs are soon to pass away with the transfer of the Green to Jesus 
College, and the construction of a parking place in the Square. 30 04 17 

1930 05 19 

Cambridge has found dealing with motor traff ic increasingly difficult in recent years, Counsel told an 
inquiry. He emphasised the inconvenience to motorists when no central parking places were available 
but now the council had made an agreement with Jesus College for the use of New Square as a car 
park in exchange for Butt Green and a piece of Midsummer Common. It would mean the surrender of 
2Vi acres of Common Land, but it would remain undeveloped & would allow the college to make a 
new entrance. The scheme was approved. 30 05 19 & b 

1930 07 12 

General regulations affecting the use of motor vehicles first-year men are already in force but in view 
of the numerous road fatalities last term much more stringent bans will be in operation next year. 
Clare College says that the possession of motor cars and motor bicycles prevent undergraduates from 
making the best use of their residence in Cambridge and none of its students will be allowed to bring 
or drive a motor vehicle. Cars must be kept in a public garage or in one of the college garages on 
Castle Hill. 30 07 12a 

1932 03 23 

After all the controversy and heated arguments of a few years ago, there was no excitement at the 
opening of the New Square parking place. The council turned up in force and from under the shelter 
of umbrellas watched the Mayoress drive her car through the pale blue ribbon that had been knotted 
across the opening. At last motorists have a place where they can leave their cars and not come into 
the police courts. The Master of Jesus suggested that path inside the trees should be known as 
Coleridge Walk. 32 03 23b 188 use it [1.12,1.13] 


1932 04 09 



Sir - as motorists do not appear to need the new New Square car park I suggest something useful 
should be done with it. It could be turned into tennis courts or used as a model yacht pond, a skating 
rink or the site for the new Guildhall. Meanwhile the surface should be coloured an appropriate shade 
of green as the white grey of the desolate expanse of concrete hurts my eyes. And could passers-by 
spare a few books for the attendant to read while he is waiting for the customers who never come - 
Ratepayer 32 04 09 

1934 11 17 

Parking controls urged “sometimes cars & bikes parked so closely in line in Petty Cury & Sidney 
Street that pedestrians cannot find space to cross over” [2.8] 

1935 

“If we have cars we must be prepared to make parks for them, using portions of common lands” - 
S.C. Roberts [3.20] 

1936 03 21 

Many people have wondered about the object of the black and white poles which have sprung up 
along St Andrew’s Street and Hills Road. The Ministry of Transport have finally given permission to 
the system of unilateral parking and the posts will be adorned with notices warning motorists not to 
park on the wrong side of the road on the wrong day - 15 minutes, park different sides of street on odd 
or even days There is also some reason for believing that the new ‘one-way’ streets will also be 
brought into operation before very long. 36 03 21a 

1936 03 23 

Unilateral parking came into force in Cambridge on Saturday. Between Regent Street and the Old 
Post Office parking is now allowed for 15 minutes in any one hour on one side of the road on even 
dates and on the other side on odd. There is one short stretch against Emmanuel Street in which no 
parking is allowed, owing to the difficulty of traffic coming in and out of the town through this 
narrow street. Readers should remember they cannot now leave their cars for any longer than 15 
minutes as this is the limit. 36 03 23b 

1936 03 28 

Under new restrictions Cambridge motorists may not travel from Market Hill towards Trinity Street 
or into Bene’t Street from King’s Parade. You may not drive into Sussex Street from Hobson Street or 
into Com Exchange Street from Downing Street, nor turn at Burton’s Comer, Petty Cury to go to the 
Victoria Cinema or from Wheeler Street into Peas Hill to get to the Arts Theatre. But cyclists may 
walk with their bicycles either way as they do at present in Petty Cury and Market Street. Restaurants 
will have to speed up their service if they wish to cater for those who leave their cars outside, for only 
a quarter of an hour is permitted. Travellers who do not want to get indigestion had better make use of 
a parking space! 36 03 28b 

1937 03 15 

Ministry of Transport proposals to minimise street parking have called forth dissention from many 
motorists. We in Cambridge know there has been a steady increase in our shops by the more modern 
method of road transport. A large proportion of those who come from outlying districts to buy the 
week’s commodities are private car owners. To refuse to allow cars to be parked for a reasonable 
period outside the place of purchase would cause many to give Cambridge a wide berth. Motorists are 
already taxed up to the hilt and police courts would be more than ever congested with these trivial 
offences. 37 03 15 

1938 03 15 

Drummer Street park was made for private cars, and now they seemed to be letting the Bus Company 
monopolise it; they should find a parking place of their own, a councillor urged. But Aid Starr said it 
was opened not for private cars but for the benefit of the working men and women who came into 
Cambridge by bus. Now it was used as a car park by professional and business people who left their 



vehicles there all morning and afternoon. Coun Stubbs said they were at their wits’ end to know what 
to do with the traffic. It was easy to talk about telling the Bus Company to find a new park, but where 
could they go? 38 03 25a 

1938 03 21 

Eastern Counties Omnibus Company complained of difficulties manoeuvring their buses at the 
Drummer Street terminus. They suggested the Corporation reduce the width of the footpath. The 
Borough Surveyor disagreed. He suggested that the space reserved for the parking of cars should be 
reduced by 54 feet from the high kerb against the coffee stall. But the Watch Committee decided that 
the time was now approaching when Eastern Counties should cease to use Drummer Street and 
consider the provision elsewhere of their own bus station 38 03 21a 

1938 10 07 

Underground car park on Market Hill proposed [6.20] 

1939 03 02 

Butts Green parking place debated [1.26] 

1940 

1941 01 25 

Council debate prohibition car parking in Drummer Street [3.2] 

1946 05 03 

Proposal for car park at rear of Regent Terrace, would take 85 cars and no parking ban on St 
Andrew’s Street - opposed - 46 05 03 

1947 07 12 

Council discuss acquiring Lion Hotel yard for car park at cost of £44,665 [3.6] 

1947 07 30 

Sir - When will something be done about the disgraceful state of the traffic in Petty Cury, Cambridge. 
I understood some time ago that steps were being taken to stop the parking of cars on the left side of 
this narrow thoroughfare. Far from this being done, it is now worse than ever. Saturday, with the 
exception of the entrance to the Lion Hotel there were 15 large cars parked from Sidney Street to 
Guildhall Street, and as prams and mail carts can only use the sidewalks, pedestrians who venture on 
the street are taking serious risks of getting knocked down. Truly a street only fit for the quick or the 
dead - letter from W.M.F., Gt Shelford 47 07 30 

1947 10 01 

The Chief Constable (B.N.Bebbington) told Cambridge Rotary Club that he would like to see a 
scheme whereby traffic was banned - at least buses and heavy traffic - in the centre of Cambridge. "In 
Petty Cury on Saturdays there is insufficient room for traffic, let alone pedestrians. It would be more 
satisfactory if that central part of the town was for pedestrian traffic only. That is a sweeping thing to 
say and will not find favour in all quarters". Referring to criticism that the one-way traffic scheme 
soon to be introduced in the centre of town was "the wrong way round" he explained that it diverted 
from the town centre the large amount of traffic going to the station from the Chesterton direction and 
would encourage lorry drivers passing through Cambridge to take the route through the Backs. More 
car parks in the centre of the town were obviously a need, and there were plans in existence to provide 
them c47 09 30 

1948 05 01 

Council announce intention to acquire Lion Yard as parking place [3.8] 


1949 09 06 



Sir - None of our streets in Cambridge is wide enough to allow vehicles to be parked all down one 
side, as they do now. Petty Cury, on a Saturday especially, is almost a death-trap. The pavements are 
not wide enough for people to walk more than two abreast; therefore they walk on the road, thus 
giving bus drivers in particular a nightmare. This could be relieved to a certain extent if there were no 
vehicles parked all down one side. 1 suggest a big improvement would be the abolishing of all street 
parking and a municipal car park made on Midsummer common - Frederick Prior 49 09 06 

1950 

1950 11 30 

Local tradesmen are becoming worried about the parking situation in Cambridge. They fear that if this 
goes on the people will not come shopping in the town, said a solicitor appearing for a motorist 
summoned for a parking offence. Altogether there were 16 cases before the court and fines totalling 
£12 10s were imposed. One motorist, whose car was punctured late one night, parked it in a side street 
off Mill Road and knowing that the battery would last only two hours at the most had not put his 
lights on. There was nothing else he could do. He was fined 10s. 

1950 12 04 

Sir - Cambridge tradesmen are beginning to fear lest they should lose an appreciable amount of 
custom as a result of the prohibitions regarding shopping by car in the principal streets of the town. 

Let the general body of tradesmen follow the example which a few far-seeing individuals have 
already set - that of opening suburban branches to which the main trade can, in course of time, be 
transferred. Let nothing be done to retard the growth of the brave new Cambridge visualised by our 
civic leaders - a dream city from which vehicular traffic of every kind has been excluded and from 
which all the crumbling and deserted business premises have gradually been swept away - D.B.M.C. 

1950 12 09 

“The almost hopeless state of parking in Cambridge” was referred to when Aid F.J. Priest urged the 
demolition without delay of Liddiard’s garage on St Andrew’s Hill - thus providing parking spaces 
for some of the season-ticket holders at Lion Yard. The building had been scheduled as an 
‘architectural novelty’ but there would be no objection to its immediate demolition 

1950 12 30 

A plea for the Borough Court to bring pressure to bear on the corporation to provide better parking 
facilities in Cambridge was made by a solicitor when he appeared on behalf of a motorist summoned 
for causing a motor car to wait in St Andrew’s Street for a longer period than the permitted 15 
minutes. “1 feel it is only a matter of time before every motorist in Cambridge comes to court because 
he is forced to leave his car somewhere. The parking situation is a nightmare’, said Mr A.H. Wild. 
‘One feels the police are carrying this vendetta to extreme lengths”, he added. 

1951 

Council consider ramped car park, Lion Yard, to have space for 180 cars but would be scaled down to 
325 if Holford plans were approved [5.3,5.6] 

1951 01 26 

Cambridge council agreed to a proposal that Mr Liddiard's garage on St Andrew’s Hill should be 
pulled down and the space used as a private car park at £12 per annum. Aid Priest said: “Here is a 
simple scheme whereby anybody who likes to pay £1 a month can be reasonably assured of his car 
park any time of the day he likes”. Aid James opposed saying those who started their business at 9am 
had no difficulty in finding parking spaces 51 01 26 

1951 01 29 

“More central space needed for parking ... people shop in other towns” [5.5] 


1951 02 26 



A number of proposals to alleviate Cambridge’s parking problem have been compiled by the 
Chamber of Commerce. They include the triangular site on the comer of Silver Street & Queen’s 
Road used as a military car park during the war; the site on Trumpington Road formerly occupied by 
army huts but now in temporary occupation by squatters; at Castle Street opposite the Shire Hall and 
also on Butts Green during the building operations at Lion Yard. 

1951 03 14 

Cambridge Council is to recommend a scheme for a multi-deck car park at the Lion Yard. He 
submitted a plan showing a building of six floors which could accommodate 825 cars. The Surveyor 
suggests all adjoining property owned by the council should be demolished, the opportunity being 
taken to widen Com Exchange Street and St Tibb’s Row and that the possibility of further extensions 
to St Andrews Hill for offices, shops or increased car park facilities should be borne in mind. 

1951 03 17 

Survey of parking shows 59,257 cars parked on Market Hill 43,582 on New Square 80,585 on Lion 
Yard during 1949-50 - 51 03 17 [5.7] 

1951 04 05 

Regent Terrace car park proposed April, complaints May, deferred June [5.9, 5.12] 

1951 05 26 

Regent Terrace caipark plans spark fears about Parker’s Piece; but ‘should not be over-sentimental 
about a small piece of grass [5.12] 

1951 06 16 

Regent Terrace carpark plans deferred for six months [5.12] 

1951 06 21 

Trades Council call for car parks on outskirts & all waiting in Cambridge abolished [5.13] 

1951 07 20 

“Utmost vigilance” on the part of the Cambridge Trades Council was needed to make sure the city 
council does not “pull a fast one” in its proposals to reserve a slice of Parker’s Piece for car parking 
facilities. “1 think the City council have put this back for six months and will bring it up again when 
they think it has all died down”, said the chaimian. “We don’t want to lose even a piece of one of the 
city’s cherished beauty spots”. There was no need for a parking site in Regent Terrace as the 
accommodation of other parking places was not being overtaxed 51 07 20 

1952 11 05 

Much of the congestion in the central area of Cambridge could be dealt with by providing car parks in 
the right places rather than the provision of extra circulatory routes the Chief Constable told the 
Development Plan inquiry. Closing of Magdalene Street would inevitably lead to an increased use of 
the Backs and the proposed spine relief road would not afford relief to traffic in the city centre. The 
police had received many complaints concerning the amount of noise at Drummer Street bus station 
late at night. By moving it to New Square this objection would be alleviated 

1952 11 06 

Multi-storey car park plan, p6 
1954 03 15 

Propose to demolish properties Corn Exchange Street to enlarge Lion Yard 
1956 03 30 

If the number of cars increases motorists won’t be able to get in to Cambridge very easily because of 
all the stationary cars cluttering up the streets and the whole problem of parking is extremely 



frustrating. It is time to get tough. If we must set up car parks outside the city and run the people in by 
special buses then we mustn’t hesitate. But the land once occupied by the old Shire Hall courts on 
Castle Hill would make a good site for a multi-deck car park. 56 03 30b 

1956 07 16 

Cambridge is beginning to taste the bogey of a serious traffic problem for the first time. The council 
has tried roundabouts, one-way street and traffic lights but the situation will worsen unless some 
drastic is done soon. It takes so long looking for a parking space that it would be quicker to leave the 
car a mile away and walk. It is better to ban all traff ic from the city centre than to knock down 
buildings to accommodate new relief roads. Maybe this answer is too easy and not costly enough for 
our planners. 56 07 16b 

1956 10 16 

Councillors say that multi-storey car parks should be provided at Lion Yard, Saxon Street, Park Street 
and New Square and 170 cars should be parked on the site of the existing police flats at Parkside. But 
traffic congestion in Cambridge has become so acute that ‘No Waiting’ restrictions should be imposed 
in the central area and King Street made one-way. 56 10 16a 

1956 10 20 

Cartoon - Cambridge parking - car on spike - 56 10 20d 

1956 10 20 

Suggestion for car parks outside centre rather than in Lion Yard [6.23] 

1957 02 05 

Motorists should be charged for parking on the road as a way of reducing traffic chaos in the centre of 
Cambridge. People who wanted to pay visits to shops or offices could park for short periods but a car 
park would be cheaper for stays of more than one hour. At present motorists take little notice of the 
15-minute only restrictions, many staying for two hours. People will not walk a quarter of a mile if 
they can find a space closer to the centre, planners claim.57 02 05 & 05a 

1957 02 16 

At long last there is a street in Cambridge where cars can be parked during the hours of darkness 
without lights. Eleven lamp-posts in Station Road bear a special sign that mean motorists can park 
without even switching on the new ‘clip-on’ parking lights. Police say this is for the convenience of 
car owners who wish to travel by train and live some distance from the station. 57 02 16 

1957 05 15 

A revolutionary - even fantastic - scheme has been put forward to use Cambridge Castle Mound as a 
multi-deck car park. Tunnels would be driven into it to provide space for hundreds of cars with be 
entrances from Chesterton Lane, Huntingdon Road and Magrath Avenue. The dirt excavated could be 
used for filling in Coldham’s Lane pit, providing more parking spaces or building land. There will no 
doubt be many objections. 57 05 15 

1957 05 17 

Proposals have been announced for an underground car park at Parker’s Piece capable of 
accommodating about 5,000 vehicles. When complete it would be unaltered on the surface but 
beneath would be many acres of car parking space with four sloping entrances. It will take two years 
to build and be cheaper the present scheme for a multi-deck park on Lion Yard a councillor claims 
57 05 17a [6.25, 6.30] 

1957 06 18 

It could cost less than £400,000 to build a car park for 800 vehicles under Parker’s Piece. This is less 
than a multi-deck on the Lion Yard site that could only take 500 cars. The charge would be Is 3d 
(07p) a session, whereas Lion Yard would be at least twice that sum. If motorists are going to be 



charged half-a-crown (12p) a time for the ‘honour’ of parking in the centre they will leave their cars 
outside the city or not even come at all. Then local trade would suffer, councillors claim. 57 06 18 
[7.1, 7.2] 

1957 07 23 

Plans for a new car park at Parkside should be deferred until the proposed underground park at 
Parker’s Piece is debated, councillors say. But they would deplore anything which would affect its 
amenities. The ground would take three years to be ‘reinstated’ ready for playing and there would be 
an area of the Piece which would be permanently sterilised by the construction of entrance and exit 
ramps, emergency escapes and ventilation apparatus. 57 07 23 

1957 10 14 

Proposals for an 800-space car park under Parker’s Piece are technically impossible, opponents say. 
There are ‘certain unsound features’, it would be detrimental to the area and it would take years for 
the ground to be reinstated. The cost would probably be as great as that of the planned scheme in Lion 
Yard, though no car park of this nature has yet been constructed. But Labour councillors want it 
carried out as a matter of urgency. 57 10 14 Parker’s Piece scheme rejected - 57 10 18b 

1957 10 18 

In 20 years’ time Lion Yard car park will be outdated as the centre of the City will eventually have to 
be roped off from traffic, Canon Mervyn Stockwood told the council. He had frequently been up to 
the top of Great St Mary’s and seen the appalling havoc of the central area in recent years. Now they 
proposed to put up a ‘cheap and efficient sort of skyscraper’. He continued: “We are custodians of one 
of the most famous cities in the world. That sort of building cannot add to the dignity and loveliness 
of Cambridge” 57 10 18c 

1957 11 20 

Park Street car park inquiry at Shire Hall - 57 11 20b 

1958 03 27 

Park Street multi-storey car park plan approved, Mar [7.13] 

1958 09 27 

Parking facilities in Cambridge were inadequate, said the Chief Constable. With more than 600 
vehicles passing over Magdalene Bridge each hour, Park Street was a convenient site for a car park. 
Saxon Street park had been finished last week, work on King Street had not started and the Parkside 
car park was only a small one. Park Street was the one that should have first priority as a surface and 
multi-deck car park. But a thatched house in Clement Street built about 1700 should not be destroyed 
by ‘this cement desert’ 58 09 27 b c d 

1958 10 09 

Houses in Gothic street & Doric street demolished for new car park, Oct. [7.14] - pic 58 10 09a 
1958 11 28 

Proposal to take part of Parkers Piece for car park, Nov [7.15] 

1958 12 22 

New schemes for the rebuilding of the Lion Yard car park and the surrounding area are being 
examined by town planning experts. It may be comprehensively re-developed to include a multi¬ 
storey car park and additional shopping facilities served by a new road passing through the middle of 
the area. But some say that instead of a broad shopping street, which might attract more traffic into 
the already overcrowded centre, it should be a ‘pedestrian shopping precinct’ with cars being parked a 
short distance away 58 12 22 [2.4] 


1959 04 24 



Parkers Piece reprieved as car park, consider Donkey Common [7.18] 

1959 04 29 

Lion Yard underground car park suggested, Apr [7.19] 

1959 06 20 

Park & ride suggested, Jun. [7.20] 

1959 07 04 

A Cambridge man living in Los Angeles cautions against the new Lion Yard proposals. “Who is 
going to occupy the new offices and shops? If Cambridge thinks they can concentrate business in 
town and solve the car parking problem with a few hundred spaces they are indulging in the fondest 
of illusions. Parking meters in the streets don’t help: they only add to the irritation of shoppers, free 
parking has become the essential stock-in-trade. In America down-town shopping areas are dying and 
shopping centres miles out of town are the new thing.” 59 07 04 

1960s The Cambridgeshire Collection has detailed newspaper cuttings files from this date 

1960 

1960 01 21 

City councillors decided to drop proposals to use Butts Green as a car park for two years - even with 
the Lion Yard car park finished and new car parks in King Street and Park Street, there would still not 
be enough parking and it would never be reinstated. The income would never meet expenditure. 
Eventually Cambridge would have a city centre park charging about one shilling an hour. If Butt 
Green was to be charged at sixpence nobody would use Lion Yard and the council would be 
sabotaging their own scheme. 60 01 21 

1960 04 24 

Parking meters may be installed in Cambridge. It would cost sixpence to park for half-an-hour in an 
inner zone. When the time has expired a yellow flag flicks up and a patrolling parking attendant will 
place a yellow excess charge notice on the car. It can then stay for a further period when a red flag 
flicks up. This makes the motorist subject to prosecution in the courts. Two hours later and the car can 
be towed away. Councillors expect a certain amount of objections from shop-keepers and think 
yellow lines on the roads will injure the town’s appearance. 60 04 26a [7.22] 

1960 10 12 

Sir - plans to make the centre of Cambridge a ‘Pink Zone’ with parking meters will have serious 
implications. Whereas currently 50 cars are parked in Jesus Lane, only 30 can be accommodated at 
meters. The result will be chaos with cars milling round in vain trying to find a parking space. Can 
anyone imagine a motorist being prepared to pay sixpence or a shilling to leave his car for three 
minutes while he takes his suit to the cleaners? Lion Yard is often full by 9.30 am and if the city is to 
prosper we must have space for vehicles. The only answer is to provide some very large multi-deck 
parks, then make motorists use them by restricting waiting on the street - ‘Fair Play’ 60 10 12 

1960 12 09 

“Parking problem continues to grow” feature, Sept [7.23] 

1961 01 02 

A questionnaire shows that most people think the Lion Yard area should include a concert hall, civic 
restaurant, hotel and assize court together with a library. This should feature a record section, an art 
lending department, reading room and small exhibition area. There should be a municipal creche 
where children could be left while their parents shopped and a car park reserved for those who worked 
in the Guildhall. Half of the respondents were in favour of traffic wardens and parking meters, though 
some said they had no experience of them, while 81 per cent wanted a pedestrian precinct. Other 



suggestions included a news cinema where people could wait in comfort for evening buses and 
supermarkets near the edge of the city 6101 02a 

1961 01 20 

New Square was a very good site for a multi-deck car park, councillors were told. But Coun P J. 
Warren said that when the site was conveyed to the Corporation in 1923 they’d given an undertaking 
that no building would ever be erected there. Even now they were spoiling the best example of 
domestic lay-out in Cambridge. People who lived in New Square already had enough to put up with 
without such a suggestion. It should never be raised again in their lifetime, the Traffic Committee 
agreed 61 01 20 

1961 04 28 

City councillors decided to go ahead with a plan for a multi-deck car park with shops and filling 
station on the ground floor, in King Street. Steps will be taken to acquire the land from Jesus College 
by compulsory purchase if necessary. Congestion in the city centre is getting near to desperate: 
eventually parking meters would be needed and there had to be somewhere for cars to go. But it 
would commit the council to building a multi-deck car park when there were no details of the 
financial implications, Councillor Warren warned. 61 04 28c 

1961 06 30 

The proposed King Street car park would have to earn three shillings and three pence per car space 
per day. But apart from Saturdays the car park would not be filled by members of the public. The Lion 
Yard only took three shillings - though councillors and employees parked there free. However they 
would also put in parking meters and with car parking meters there would be no worries about the 
multi-storey car park. But a shop and filling station were an important part of the project 61 06 30a 

1962 02 20 

The city council want a three-storey car park in King Street, between Malcolm Street and Manor 
Street. There would be space for 260 cars together with a filling station and a maximum of nine shops. 
It would form part of the pattern of perimeter car parks with another in Park Street. There would be an 
inner ‘control zone’ and an outer area for car parking administered by meters. This would 
accommodate over 400 more vehicles and relieve congestion. Motorists were reluctant to use parks 
away from the city centre as they wanted to get as near as possible to their places of work, an Inquiry 
was told. 62 02 20 & a 62 03 22a [7.24] 

1962 04 17 

Parking meters approved [7.25] 

1962 06 08 

Sir - the subject of traffic problems is perennially popular. I suggest building an orbital road around 
Cambridge with a number of tiered car parks. All cars would be required to park and the journey 
would be completed by bus. Since everyone would use them the service would be well patronised. It 
would spare Cambridge from being a mere island set amid roads and car parks, bathed in swirling 
mists of exhaust, serenaded by that odious sound of creeping, choking traffic - R. Hennessey, 
Brookside. 62 06 08c 

1962 09 05 

Bulldozers and heavy earth-moving machinery have been followed by a fleet of lorries as clearance 
work starts on the site of the new multi-deck car park in Park Street. It should be completed within 
nine months and will form an integral part of the new parking meter system for which the City 
Council is to seek Ministry approval. Councillors are still waiting a decision on their earlier 
application for another multi-storey car park about 200 yards away in King Street 62 09 05 


1963 03 28 



Editorial: “They come thick & fast - plans for the University’s New Museums Site, plans for 
underground carparks with an attendant underground road, plans for parking meters, plans for a new 
surface water sewer, plans for a design policy for the control of the visual appearance of Cambridge. 
Indeed never in the history of Cambridge has there been such a paradisical period for planners. And 
now ... County’s turn with a scheme for a new village to the North of Cambridge” 63 03 28 [2.14] 

1963 04 03 

The new car park at the rear of Queen Anne Terrace has now been completed and is open for public 
use, free of charge. It adjoins the car park at the new swimming pool which can accommodate 67 cars 
and has been constructed as part of the council’s policy for traffic control in anticipation of the 
Minister’s approval of the parking meter scheme. The multi-storey car park in Park Street should be in 
use by the middle of the year and a decision is awaited on an application for another in King Street 63 
04 03 

1963 04 20 

Ministry receive 53 objections to meters, Apr; charges would bel/- hour inner zone, 1/- 2 hours outer 
zone; would be profit of £10,000 pa on controlled scheme, income from meters would pay for 
themselves within 3 years [8.2,16.6] 

1963 05 01 

Minister criticised over delays King St multi-storey which would supplement Park St, waiting 13*/2 
months. City-controlled scheme first discussed 1960. Charges would be 1/- an hour in inner zone, 1/- 
for two hours in outer. Would be profit of £10,000 pa on controlled scheme, income from meters 
would pay for them within three years [16.6] 

1963 05 15 

The Government rejected the City Council’s scheme to build a multi-storey car park together with 
shops and a petrol filling station on land near the Malcolm Street junction at King Street. The site is 
obscurely located in a residential area and the roads leading to it are narrow, awkward and 
unsatisfactory. It would cause serious detriment to adjoining properties and initiate a substantial 
commercial encroachment to the detriment of the special qualities of the cultural and central area of 
the city. An alternative site should be found, the Minister says 63 05 15, 63 05 11 

1963 07 16 

The introduction of parking meters will cure Cambridge’s traffic problems, say councillors. There will 
be sufficient off-street parking for motorists staying for any length of time. At present people move 
police ‘No Waiting’ signs and hope they will not be caught. When they drive away others pull into the 
gap without bothering to check whether they are in a restricted zone. Although police decorate them 
with pink tickets, the cars still obstruct a length of street until they are eventually moved. But many of 
the new parks are a considerable distance from the centre and motorists will just not park in Saxon 
Street or Queen Anne Terrace and walk in. Rooftop parking will have to be employed, perhaps at the 
former Herbert Robinson property. 63 07 16 

1963 10 28 

Park street multi-storey car park opens, Oct, thatched cottage to come down if extensions 
[8.4,446.15.6] 

1963 11 12 

Cambridgeshire has a higher ratio of road vehicles per head of population than the national average - 
about one to every six. Peak hour travel is increasing as more people use their cars to journey to work. 
If this continues the demand for all-day parking space will increase at a greater rate than the demand 
for shorter parking. Increased parking and traffic loads have given rise to severe congestion and 
journey times have steadily increased. But one third of the traffic in the central area has no business 
there. The proposed Chesterton bridge scheme is thus of the highest priority, a report says. 63 11 12 & 


a 



1964 01 16 

Gordon Logie, the City Architect spoke of his desire to see the central area of Cambridge used for 
pedestrians only. Traffic conditions were ‘frightful’, especially on Saturday afternoons. “It will be 
impossible for everyone to drive into the centre in the future. 1 am afraid that most people will have to 
walk in from the outer fringe car parks or travel by shuttle-service public transport”, he told the 
Trades Council. He would like to see a new city hall and central library to replace some out-of-date 
shops in an attempt to make the central area more pleasant. 64 01 16 

1964 02 20 

Cambridge police are looking for 24 traffic wardens to patrol streets when parking meters are 
installed. They will help motorists to do their business in the city centre and enforce regulations to 
allow free movement of traffic. There will be 450 meters giving one hour for a shilling in the central 
shopping district, two hours further out. Men with a genuine desire to serve the public will find it an 
interesting and rewarding job. The salary starts at £13 a week. 64 01 20b 

1964 04 01 

Lion Yard car park as traffic meters come into operation - 64 04 01 
1964 04 02 

The Mayor of Cambridge fed a parking meter on Peas Hill with a shilling “to make them hungry and 
ready to bite” as one official put it, and set the new parking scheme in motion. . Long queues of traffic 
soon formed in streets leading to the Lion Yard car park and motorists had some acid remarks about 
the meters. A moped rider complained about finding a ticket stuck to his bike with thirteen inches of 
sticky tape. From the number of excess charges shown on the meters the city coffers will soon begin 
to bulge 64 04 02b 

1964 04 30 

A Regent Street trader has lost 78 per cent of his usual turnover since parking meters were introduced, 
Cambridge Chamber of Commerce was told. A survey of over 30 shops showed the average loss in 
turnover as 45%. There should be a reduction in rateable values and compensation for businesses 
which are forced to close. Meters should be closed down and a return made to unilateral parking 
supervised by wardens. But the Parking Committee chairman said that if motorists used the meters to 
the full they would get most of their customers back 64 04 30 

1964 06 18 

Meters fail to pay new Park Street car park losses - 64 06 18 
1964 06 30 

A car park was needed on the West side of the river to help clear Queen’s Road and they should 
consider an underground car park at the Backs, councillors heard. Park Street was a mistake because it 
was too near the city centre but Coe Fen was one of the best places for a surface car park. Queen 
Anne Terrace was a marvellous site as it could have a basement, three orfour storeys of flats and a 
roof garden restaurant. There would be a mini-bus to get shoppers into the centre which meant the 
Lion Yard would be used more by people who came to park for the day. 64 06 30 

1964 07 07 

“We must take action over parking”, off-street parks near perimeter town centre [16.9] 

1964 10 15 

The City Architect will prepare a scheme for car parking on Cambridge council estates. This could be 
on the verge side, by rear access roads, garage courts and in front gardens. Coun. Reilly said it was 
wrong that people in private houses should be allowed to park in front of their property while council 
house tenants were barred from doing so. This was especially clear in roads where there were both 



council and private properties. But his pleas for council tenants to park cars on their front gardens 
were defeated. 64 10 15a 

1964 12 04 

Frederick Drayton Porter, Cambridgeshire’s Chief Constable has 30 years’ experience and vivid 
memories of the 18 murder cases he has investigated in Nottinghamshire where there were 14,000 
indictable offences last year. By contract in Cambridge there were 2,300 crimes, of which a large 
proportion concerned cycles. Traffic and parking is the major problem. Since the introduction of 
parking meters the movement of traffic is much better, but a policeman should be able to tell a 
motorist where to park, he says. 64 12 04 

1965 02 18 

Meters are killing city says trader - would die as regional centre unless handles cars efficiently - 65 
02 I Si 

1965 03 30 

Western bypass a priority along with ban on all vehicles parking Queen’s Road - 65 03 30b 
1965 04 08 

Double-yellow lines introduced, began painting March, 16 miles [16.10] 

1965 10 15 

Shire Hall car park not to be opened to public - 65 10 15b 

1966 01 19 

New Square car park bridge, redevelopment [12.11] 

1967 06 02 

Traffic wardens start issuing on-the-spot tickets; if pay £2 fine motorists avoid a conviction - 67 06 
02 

1968 10 24 

Parker’s Piece plan to be re-examined, shelved 10 years ago, scrapped [4.4] 

1968 10 31 

Relief Road: Proposed tunnel allowing New Square to go back to grass [2.15] 

1968 11 01 

Problems of multi-deck car park - photo Park Street and Lion Yard - 68 11 01b 

1969 07 25 

Queen Anne Terrace car park plans approved, to open next June - 69 07 25 
1969 09 20 

Proposal to cut Market Place in half five days for car parking, in Oct 43 cars parked when under new 
scheme would be space for 36;stallholders protest, 6000 petition, plans delayed; experimental parking 
ban with every stall occupied 6 days a week - at present only half occupied Monday-Friday; new 
stalls introduced [4.5] 

1969 09 24 

Market holders discontent over plans for Market Square - 69 09 24; plans delayed - 69 09 25; plans 
outlined - 69 10 01, Ola 

1969 12 12 

Double parking meter charges [16.11] 



1969 12 13 

Christmas traffic kos police, streets blocked by cars en route Lion Yard, close Downing St from St 
Andrews St end, open outer parks; police use emergency powers [17.3] 

1970 

1970 04 21 

Park & ride suggestion [17.4] 

1970 09 21 

One-way scheme around Lion Yard car park experiment, causes one of biggest jams ever [17.5] 

1971 05 22 

100 more meters, double charges and double yellow lines introduced - 71 05 22 
1971 10 07 

Queen Anne Terrace car park opened, proposal 400 sq yds entrance Queen Anne car park, petition, 
Department of Environment inquiry, postponed [4.5] 

1971 11 01 

Queen Anne car park unused; photo parking Kings Parade - 71 1101 

1972 05 31 

A free parking bonus will be given to motorists using Cambridge's show-piece Lion Yard car park 
during its first weeks operation after the opening date on July 24 The city's Traffic and Parking 
Committee decided to cut parking charges by 5p during the working day for the first week, which 
means one hour's free parking during each parking period. If a motorist leaves his car at Lion Yard for 
one hour or less it will be completely free 72 05 31 

1972 07 24 

The Lion Yard multi-deck car park opens on Monday proving another 500 car spaces within a stone's 
throw of the centre of Cambridge. The completion marks the first stage of he city council's multi 
million redevelopment project for the area - which was first proposed nearly 25 years ago. The new 
park, which aims to cater for the shopper and the shortstay motorist, is the second major car park to 
open in the city in less than a year. The other is at Queen Anne Terrace, which opened last October. 
The usual parking fees will be 5p for the first hour, 15p for two hours, 25p for three hours, up to a 
maximum of 75p for 10 hours. The council hope the prices will encourage people who work in the 
city centre to leave their cars in the parks away from the centre, like New Square and Prospect Row, 
where the charges are considerably less. 72 07 24 

1972 08 08 

1 was among the first into the new Lion Yard multi-deck car park when it opened. The public hadn't 
really caught on, and the vast concrete halls echoed emptily to the dumpers and merry shouts of 
workmen still constructing it. Later in the week I returned. Now the park was known and very full. It 
was clearly making an impression on the parking situation in Cambridge for there were now more 
parking meters available than usual. It won't be until all the decks are in use at Lion Yard that the 
final effect on Cambridge parking will be seen. In my view it must be beneficial - Rodney Tibbs 

1972 09 11 

Scrap city centre parking meters call, pl2 
1974 05 01 

Parking may soon cost up to 50% more at some of the Cambridge’s city council parks. If suggestions 
are accepted the charge at Park Street will go up from 5p to 7p an hour with a maximum rate of 75p 



for more than five hours. The present maximum is 50p. The daily charge for the Queen Anne Terrace 
(multi) and the Saxon street ground level park will go up from lOp to 15p. At New Square the 
maximum for more than five hours will rise to 40p. 

1975 12 

Parking chaos at Christmas - 400 cars going round & round looking for parking places [19.1] 

1976 11 06 

Cambridge’s experimental “Park-and-ride” scheme got off to a slow start today. The first bus left 
from the Cattle Market at 10 am and carried only 10 passengers. The scheme is designed to relive the 
normal pre-Christmas traffic congestion by allowing motorists to park free of charge and then buy a 
15p return ticket to the city centre. It will operate each Saturday until January 8th with buses leaving 
every 15 minutes. The first passengers were enthusiastic about the acres of parking space available. 
“Its marvellous being able to park so easily” said Mr John Blackman, who had driven in from 
Sawston 76 11 06 

1977 01 13 

The Cambridge “park and ride” scheme is to be continued indefinitely on Saturdays because of its 
success during the Christmas and New Year periods. At present the cattle market on the south side is 
used as a temporary car park and people can get at 15p return trip into the city centre on a bus. The 
service was started by the Eastern Counties Omnibus Company with the backing of the Chamber of 
Commerce and the City Council. The cattle market has spaces for about 700 cars and was constantly 
three-quarters full immediately before Christmas. The service might end if the city council wanted it 
to cease being a car park or if the bus company lost a lot of money on it. 

1978 06 22 

“Parking is so easy on the Kite” advertising feature [494.7.6] 

1978 09 08 

Cambridge parking meter charges - up to 15p an hour in the city centre and already among the highest 
in the country - are expected to increase in the New Year. This is mainly to help to pay for the traffic 
wardens’ latest wage rises of 9.4 per cent, which takes their starting rate to £2,566 a year. The city’s 
426 meters, which have been run at a handsome profit for some years, will show a big deficit this 
year. 

1979 01 09 

Charges at Cambridge car parks and parking meters are to rise. Prices will increase from 25p to 30p 
for an hour at Lion Yard and a day’s parking at Queen Anne Terrace will now cost 30p. Park Street 
will remain unchanged. Parking meter charges have not gone up since 1976 and will double to lOp, 
with the excess charge rising to £5. Increased use of the three central car parks is expected to bring an 
extra £15,000 next year but because of the rates forecast an extra £45,000 needs to be raised. 76 01 09 

1979 03 14 

The 600-plus parking meters in the centre of Cambridge may be scrapped as one of the options for 
helping to sort out traffic chaos. But if they continue the city council is backing a 67 per cent increase 
in all meter charges because they are facing a £12,000 loss due to increased pay for the traffic 
wardens. Councillors are also considering residents’ parking schemes to meet mounting demand for 
this facility. They may also provide the city’s first cycle lane along the Huntingdon Road from Girton 
College to Murkett’s Comer. 

1979 04 02 

The centre of Cambridge is well off for parking space. There are 600 spaces on the Lion Yard multi¬ 
decker, a slightly smaller number at Park Street and substantial parking at New Square. Then there are 
more than 500 meters dotted around. But during peak periods these are barely enough and queues 
build up at the park entrances. Motorists complain it is not easy to reach the city centre since King’s 



Parade was severely restricted to through traffic. At first shopkeepers feared virtual bankruptcy but 
now even the most ‘anti’ tradesman is happy with the result - an increase in trade. 

1979 08 17 

Many of Cambridge’s traffic problems may soon be solved by silicon chip technology. The chips 
would operate micro computers geared to all the city’s traffic lights to ensure smooth traffic flows at 
all times. Such an elaborate computer system would originally have cost around £5 million but now 
County Council officials consider the new technology could reduce the cost to as low as £100,000. It 
could be connected with all the car parks giving motorists instant information through street corner 
signs and also tie in with temporary one-way workings and pedestrian crossings. 

1980 

1980 09 12 

RAC survey wrong, city meters lost £12,000 since 1974 [19.4] 

1980 09 18 

Anyone who has sat in a traffic queue tailing back into Downing Street from the Lion Yard car park 
will know the frustration of arriving in Cambridge at peak times. The tourist office says parking is 
atrocious and directs visitors to Saxon Street where you can stay all day for 30p. The County 
Structure Plan foresees a need for three new multi-storey car parks to cope with future demand. But 
rising petrol prices or decreasing oil supplies could mean fewer cars on the road in the future. 80 09 
18b &c 

1981 02 18 

Cambridge councillors have thrown out the idea of ever building a multi-storey car park anywhere 
near the Backs. They condemned as ‘barbaric’ suggestions from senior officials that such a park, 
either above or below ground, could be built on college gardens, playing fields or open spaces along 
Queen’s Road. “It is even more ridiculous than the plan to put a major road cross Grantchester 
Meadows”, said Councillor Rosenstiel. 81 02 18a 

1981 06 17 

Kite car parks close [494.7] 

1981 10 31 

Chaos - Kite Parks lost & protests about parking on commons [18.12] 

1981 A park-and-ride bus service linking shops in the Burleigh Street area with the car park in 
Cherry Hinton Road has started disastrously. Nobody used the service for several hours. It is being 
funded with £400 from city lottery profits with Kite traders adding another £100. But councillors say 
the money should have been earmarked for charity 81 09 15a 

1981 11 25 

A startling £3.5 million plan to tunnel under The Backs has been prepared secretly by county road 
engineers. It would be 20 feet wide and run under Queen’s Road from the Madingley junction right up 
to Silver Street. Meter controlled parking would then be allowed up to Garret Hostel Lane and the 
area to West Road would be grassed over to give an uninterrupted view of King’s College chapel. The 
plan is certain to raise a violent storm of controversy. 81 11 25 & 26b 

1981 12 07 

Thousands of motorists may soon be asked to leave their cars on the outskirts of Cambridge and cycle 
into the city to solve the parking problem. They would park in west Cambridge or near Stourbridge 
Common and make their way by hired bikes through the Backs or along the river. The park and cycle 
scheme is being suggested as an alternative to the park and ride bus scheme by road engineers who 
are also planning a tunnel under Queens Road. 81 12 07a 



1983 park & ride resurfaces [18.15] 

1983 county plan to enforce traffic restricted zone Sidney St, reduce number cars in triangle & 
reverse central one-way flow [18.16] 

1983 04 26 

The County Council has been urging Cambridge councillors to provide more city centre parking 
space. They say 1,000 extra parking spaces are needed. Now they have suggested six sites: a 250- 
space extension to the present Lion Yard multi-deck, land behind Telephone House in Regent Street- 
Park Terrace (220 spaces on a four-deck park), the old Addenbrooke's Hospital site (250 spaces), land 
behind Shire Hall (450 spaces on a three-deck park), Saxon Street (480) and Adam and Eve Street 
(460 spaces) 83 04 26 p5 

1983 08 30 

Four major car parks on the outskirts of Cambridge linked to the city centre by a frequent park-and- 
ride bus service are suggested in a new report aimed a sorting out the city’s traffic tangles. They are 
on fields at Barton Road, a small piece of disused land between the bypass interchange at Histon 
Road, allotment land near Newmarket Road cemetery and the old Cattle Market site at Cherryhinton 
Road. It also proposes extensive residents-only parking schemes with a tightening-up of long-term 
parking in the city centre. 83 08 30 pi 

1983 09 01 

Park & ride resurfaces [18.15] 

1983 12 29 

More than £1 million has been collected from Cambridge parking meters since they were first 
introduced in 1964. Motorists have put £1,065,574 in the meters but the operating costs have been 
£849,480 leaving a profit of £216,094. This goes towards helping the councils provide more off-street 
carparks 83 12 29 p8 [19.6] 

1984 09 07 

The County Council chairman condemned councillors for their ‘pathetic attempts’ to sort out the 
Cambridge traffic problem. “There is no doubt whatever that what we do in Cambridge is pathetic 
compared to what is done elsewhere. We really do not know what we are doing in this city”, he said 
adding that the county must keep up pressure on the city council to provide more parking facilities in 
Cambridge. 84 09 07 

1985 03 11 

A major shake-up to cope with the forecast massive increase in Cambridge traffic has been unveiled 
by the County Council. It suggests an underground car park at the Butts Green end of Midsummer 
Common and a new road following the main railway line with a new bridge over the Cam. There 
could be reconstruction of a number of major road junctions including East Road - Newmarket Road 
and at Hyde Park Corner with widening of dual carriageways and new cycleways. A park-and-ride 
system of new car parks linked to the centre by frequent buses is also proposed 85 03 11 

1985 03 11 

A furious political row has erupted over the sudden and unexpected publication by the Labour- 
controlled City Council of its new roads and traffic plan just before the County Council issued their 
proposals. It envisages a park and ride system, converting long-term city centre parking spaces to 
short-term shoppers’ parks, an extension of Lion Yard car park, road closures, pedestrian areas and a 
special coach-bus interchange near the railway station. The Liberals describe it as a waste of paper. It 
has been produced without any councillors or officials being told about it before its release to the 
press 85 03 11a 


1986 11 28 



Meters may rise by 33% despite £31,000 profit pa [19.7] 

1987 

“Cambridge is doomed as major shopping centre unless it can cure parking problems” [20.7 ] 

1987 03 13 

A new purpose-built car park providing 67 long-stay spaces has opened in Castle Hill, with another 57 
places coming in a few months time. City councillors say the park, near the junction with Victoria 
Road, will offer convenient access to shops and businesses in the north of Cambridge. It will have a 
park-and-display system charging 50p for any period on weekdays, doubling to £1 on April 1st. But 
there will be free parking in evenings and Sundays 87 03 13a 

1987 05 19 

Thousands more Cambridge motorists may be charged for parking outside their homes during 
working hours. No fees have been agreed but present schemes cost up to £60 a year. In addition 
hundreds more parking meters would allow one or two hour parking for shoppers with additional 
traffic wardens employed to enforce the restrictions. But Conservatives on the traffic management 
team are strongly opposed to a park and ride scheme which might come into operation in three years 
if the Government gives permission for the city council to buy the land needed. 87 05 19 

1989 01 26 

Park & ride costs treble to £15M cCEN 26.1.89 
1989 03 01 

Queen Anne car park to switch to short term charges per day up from £1 to £10 cCEN 89 03 01 
1989 03 01 

To introduce resident parking for fee cCEN 89 03 01, 3.3.89 
1989 03 22 

Traffic chaos in Cambridgeshire is growing so severe that in five year’s time drivers may have to set 
off at 7 am to be in work by nine. A massive upsurge in traffic has already extended the rush hour. 
Congestion is choking Cambridge city centre and deepening the parking nightmare, a report says. 
Action must be taken with new roads around the outskirts and controversial park-and-ride schemes or 
it will grind to a halt over the next ten years. 89 03 22 

1989 04 25 

Parking charges cause slump sales small shops cCEN 89 04 25 
1989 06 09 

Grafton centre price rise for car park leads to 25% drop in number using it CCEN 89 06 08 
1989 06 09 

Cambridgeshire’s new traffic chief has vowed to end Cambridge’s traffic and parking chaos within 
four years. He wants a better road system to serve the industrial quarters, a new light railway system 
linked to a park-and-ride scheme and a possible car park under Midsummer Common. A ‘grand traffic 
management plan’ will be drafted by officials and meetings arranged with business bosses.. 89 06 09 

1989 06 10 

The £15 million park-and-ride scheme planned for Cambridge is now officially buried. County 
Conservatives had promised during the election campaign that the plan would be dropped if they took 
control and have told officials to stop work on the joint scheme with the city council. And a plan for 
an interchange where Madingley Road meets the Mil has been delayed. Work was due to start in 

1990 but now the Ml 1 is to be widened into a three lane carriageway between Cambridge and 



Stansted Airport. The council is now looking for alternative road schemes to spend the money on. 89 
06 10 


1989 09 04 

City advertise car park prices to attract shoppers back cCEN 89 07 13 
1989 09 25 

A mass boycott by drivers has forced a climbdown over charges at Queen Anne Terrace car park. 
Motorists have stayed away since fees were increased, leaving two-thirds of the spaces empty during 
peak periods. Now, just months after making it one of the most expensive car parks in Cambridge, it 
could become one of the cheapest. The present 40p one-hour parking will be extended to one-and-a- 
half hours for 50p, allowing shoppers extra time to walk into the city centre. But the maximum charge 
of £10 for more than five hours will remain 89 09 25 

1989 10 01 

The controversial Cambridge park and ride scheme has started with a whimper. At peak commuter 
time there were 17 cars at the 400-space Cowley Road and even fewer at the 150-space car park on 
Clifton Road. Users were enthusiastic: Sophy Moxley of Willingham, a sales assistant, said “It will 
save me money because it only costs 50p which is cheaper than parking in the city centre though 
Steve Field from Stretham says it is inconvenient as you don’t have access to our car during the day. 
Councillor Andrew Duff said the area around Castle Hill, where residents-only zones have been 
introduced, was ‘almost pastoral’ though Canterbury and Benson Street were packed with cars. 89 10 
01 

1989 11 22 

Queen Anne car park fees cut often two thirds empty 0CEN 89 11 22 

1989 12 21 

Cambridge’s new £200,000 car space scheme with signs around the city linked to the county council’s 
traffic computer which monitors the five main car parks, hits teething troubles leaving shoppers 
driving round trying to find a parking space. Cambridge’s Park and Ride scheme is failing to attract 
its major target - the city’s commuters. Yesterday morning there were only 15 cars parked at Cowley 
Road while queues of vehicles drove bumper-to-bumper down Milton Road. But it is drawing off- 
peak shoppers and tourists. The County say it is too soon to draw conclusions. A similar scheme in 
Oxford had taken a long time to become established. 89 1221,89 1221a 

1990 08 10 

Lion Yard car park underground extension opened - 90 08 10a; brings relief 90 08 17a 
1992 Tow-away scheme starts, cars impounded with £95 release charge [Rev] 



